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The life of the president and their time in office is explored in this series.
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"This entry in the well-written 'Our Presidents' series provides an overview of James Polk's life, a

mention of his sickly childhood and early years in North Carolina and Tennessee, his friendship with

Andrew Jackson and his calculated rise in politics. The text also covers his expansionist views that

resulted in the addition of Texas and the Oregon Territory to America.... Sidebars include interesting

facts and picture captions are informative and lengthy enough to inform casual browsers. Each book

in the series ends with a glossary defining highlighted words in the text, a timeline specific to the

president's life, a complete table of presidents through George W. Bush with their home states, life

spans, presidential spans, political party and the name of their first ladies. Included are a page of

'Presidential Facts' and numerous web sites and relevant suggested other resources, as well as an

index. All in all, it's a strong, informative, and very readable contribution to the literature about

presidents for upper elementary and middle schools readers."

I really enjoyed this book. It's one of the few children's books about G.W. Bush that covers both

terms in office. I had read Donnelly's biography on Bush first, and enjoyed all the personal

information about him, as a child, before politics, and then during his first term, but the book stopped

there. There was no information on his second term save for the election, and the book seemed to



possibly have some left leanings. This book adequately covers Bush's entire presidency, and leaves

readers with a more positive perspective on President Geo. W. Bush. I would have given it five

stars, but because it only made very brief mention of key parts of George's personality and

struggles (ie. alcohol, how he met his wife, student years at Yale, owning the Texas Rangers

baseball team, etc.) I give it 4 stars.
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